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Pharma company offices sealed

Tuesday, February 16, 2010
By Amer Malik

LAHORE

The Health ministery has sealed a famous multinational pharmaceutical company’s distribution offices in Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad for increasing the prices of surgical sutures without the approval of the authority concerned.

It is learnt that the Health ministry, on the directions of the Lahore High Court, had ordered to launch crackdown against Ethicon - a famous pharmaceutical company manufacturing surgical sutures running under its parent multinational company Johnson & Johnson - for raising the prices of surgical sutures by 500 per cent in the last six months without approval of the Ministry of Health, Islamabad.

It is pertinent to mention that, following reports appearing in The News, the Lahore High Court had taken up a petition by a concerned citizen and Young Doctors Association against the company for unilaterally increasing the prices of surgical sutures up to 500 per cent without the approval from the Ministry of Health.

Drug inspectors, on directions from the Health ministry, sealed the company’s distribution office at Multan Road, Lahore, and confiscated the stocks as they were unable to show the notification of the raised prices from the ministry and were selling sutures at raised prices without any approval from the federal and provincial governments. “Although distribution offices of Ethicon, Johnson & Johnson, in Lahore have not yet been sealed but the sales were stopped for raising the prices of surgical sutures,” said Hassan Saeed, Drug Inspector in Lahore.

The Chief Drug Inspector, Lahore, Moazzam Ali Khan, also confirmed that the action had been initiated after registration of cases against the company Ethicon, on the orders of the Health ministry following the directions from the Lahore High Court for raising prices of surgical sutures without following the procedure,” 

Similarly, the crackdown has also been launched to seal the company’s distribution offices in Karachi and Islamabad and confiscate the stocks. Qasim Shah, Drug Inspector, Islamabad, also confirmed action against the company.

The doctors and surgeons, serving in Lahoreís public hospitals, informed that the company had illegally supplied surgical sutures with new codes, which were not registered by Drugs Registration Authority of the Ministry of Health, and as a result, the company earned hundreds of millions from the public due to this price raise. Earlier, following a sudden but artificial shortage of surgical sutures in the market, the company supplied surgical sutures with different codes by unilaterally increasing prices from 250 per cent up to 500 per cent and more. The surgical sutures are supplied under different brand names including Prolene, Vicryl, Ethibond, Ethilon and Catgut, which were used in operations of heart, eyes, gallbladder, intestines, hernia, gynecology, etc.

While giving specific examples, the surgeons informed that the a surgical suture, Prolene 2/0 Straight Cutting used in surgeries of gallbladder, hernia and gynecology, had been registered under No. 001937 with a code W.752 with a fixed price of Rs 1,723.18 per dozen. The same multinational company, after its artificial shortage in the market, introduced the same suture with same registration number but with a different code of 8623H and brand new price tag of Rs 8,218.33 per dozen with an increase of up to 476 per cent.

Similarly, they said, another surgical suture, Vicryl 5/0 used in surgeries of intestines, has been registered with a code W.9982 with a fixed price of Rs 1,883.54 per dozen, which has now been replaced with a suture with a different code of J213H with a new price of Rs 6,735.66 per dozen.

A suture, Ethibond 2/0 used in cardiac surgeries, has been registered with a code W.6937 with a fixed price of Rs 3,152 per dozen, which has been replaced with a suture with a different code of X937H with a new price of Rs 9,778.56 per dozen.

A suture, Ethilon 10/0 used in cardiac surgeries, has been registered with a code W.1718 with a fixed price of Rs 4,737.84 per dozen, which has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 7770G was available with a new price of Rs 17,413.30 per dozen.

A suture, PDS 7/0, registered with a code W.9095T with a fixed price of Rs 7,329.90 per three dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of Z155H is now available with a new price of Rs 40,676.84 per three dozen.

A suture, Prolene 2/0, registered with a code W.295 with a fixed price of Rs 1,991.60 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8833H is now available with a new price of Rs 19,104.07 per three dozen.

A suture, Prolene 6/0, registered with a code W.523 with a fixed price of Rs 1,993.16 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8636G is now available with a new price of Rs 8,644.44 per dozen.

A suture, Prolene 5/0, registered with a code W.525 with a fixed price of Rs 1,994.20 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8635G is now available with a new price of Rs 7,886.93 per dozen.

A suture, Prolene 4/0, registered with a code W.527 with a fixed price of Rs 2,075.42 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8634G is now available with a new price of Rs 7,828.16 per dozen.

A suture, Prolene 3/0, registered with a code W.538 with a fixed price of Rs 2,075.42 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8632G is now available with a new price of Rs 7,481.65 per dozen.

A suture, Prolene 1, registered with a code W.742 with a fixed price of Rs 1,664 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8435H is now available with a new price of Rs 16,922.15 per three dozen.

A suture, Prolene 0, registered with a code W.8434 with a fixed price of Rs 2,015.52 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8434H is now available with a new price of Rs 14,623.75 per three dozen.

A suture, Prolene 7/0 BV1, registered with a code W.8702 with a fixed price of Rs 4,873.44 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8702H is now available with a new price of Rs 30,015.09 per three dozen.

A suture, Prolene 6/0 BV1, registered with a code W.8712 with a fixed price of Rs 3,195.19 per dozen, has been replaced with a suture with a different code of 8305H is now available with a new price of Rs 29,158.7 per three dozen.

Besides, the surgical sutures with a brand name of Prolene 5/0 RB with a registered code W8330, Prolene 3/0 SH with a registered code of W8522 and Prolene 6/0 C1 with a registered code of W8706 have also been vanished from the shelves.

Meanwhile, the Young Doctors Association (YDA) office-bearers including Dr Rana Sohail, Dr Salman Kazmi, Dr Aslam Rao, Dr Nazim Ali and Dr Talha Sherwani, in a statement issued on Monday, the multinational pharmaceutical company - Ethicon - after creating artificial shortage of surgical sutures in the market, raised prices up to 500 per cent after introducing the same sutures with new codes, as a result of which the box containing 12 pieces of sutures worth of Rs 1,700/dozen was sold in market at Rs 8,000/dozen. They said that the federal and provincial health authorities were yet to calculate that the company made a profit of at least Rs 3 billion from the public in the last six months. “The sutures with raised prices are still being sold at the medical stores all around the country and in Lahore as well,” they observed.

They said that this would probably turn out to be one of the biggest corruption cases of the sort in Pakistan, adding it was extremely important to hold all those responsible accountable and all the profit earned by the company should be returned to the government to be spend for improvement of patient care in public hospitals.

They demanded of the Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani and Chief Minister, Punjab, Mian Shahbaz Sharif to take strict action against the company as well as those responsible in the Health ministry. 
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