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Tuesday, October 27, 2009
By Our Correspondent

LAHORE

The Young Doctors Association (YDA) has observed that multinational companies create artificial shortage of pharmaceutical products in order to unilaterally raise their prices or introduce expensive alternative products.

According to a press release issued here on Monday, YDA president Dr Rana Sohail, general secretary Dr Salman Kazmi, Dr Nazam Ali and other office-bearers alleged that Ethicon, a surgical suture manufacturing multinational company, had created an artificial shortage of surgical sutures, used in all kinds of operations, in the last few months in the market and later enhancing the prices of their product from 250 per cent up to 500 per cent. It put a tremendous burden on the government’s exchequer as well as on the poor patients, they said. 

After an artificial shortage of Dijoxin, Thyroxin and Glucophage by various multinational companies in the market, they alleged, Ethicon, a multinational company, had also created an artificial shortage of surgical sutures, manufactured in various categories, including Prolene, Vicryl, Ethibond, Ethilon and Catgut, which were used in various operations of heart, eyes, gallbladder, intestines, hernia, gynecology, etc. Afterwards, they added, the company introduced the same surgical sutures with different codes in the market by unilaterally increasing prices from 250 per cent up to 500 per cent and more.The young doctors said that a suture, Prolene 2/0 Straight Cutting used in surgeries of gallbladder, hernia and gynecology, had been registered under No. 001937 with a code W.752 with a fixed price of Rs 1,723.18 per dozen. The same multinational company, after its artificial shortage in the market, introduced the same suture and registration number but with a different code of 8623H and brand new price tag of Rs 8,218.33 per dozen with an increase of up to 476 per cent.

Another surgical suture, Vicryl 5/0 used in surgeries of intestines, had been registered with a code W.9982 with a fixed price of Rs 1,883.54 per dozen, which had now been replaced with a suture with a different code of J213H with a new price of Rs 6,735.66 per dozen.
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